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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, UY 

SUBJ: ORGANIZATIONS TO PERFORM SECURITY ASSISTANCE FUNCTIONS 

REF: (A) STATE 087395 (DTG 191432Z APR 77), 

(B) 76 MONTEVIDEO 3835 (DTG 081837Z OCT 76) NOTAL 

1 . PARA 3, REFTEL A, INDICATED DEPARTMENT INTENDS TO 
PROPOSE REDESIGNATING THE OFFICE OF DEFENSE COOPERATION 
(ODC) AS A MILGROUP. 

2. ONE ASPECT OF THE PROPOSED CHANGE MERITS DEPARTMENTAL 
CONSIDERATION. IN URUGUAY, THE FORMER MILGROUP OPERATED 
UNDER THE UMBRELLA OF AN AIR FORCE MISSION AGREEMENT 
WHICH WE TERMINATED (REFTEL B) "UPON COMPLETION OF THE 
WITHDRAWAL OF THE MILITARY GROUP FROM URUGUAY". THE 
USG TIED THE EXISTENCE OF THE MILGROUP TO THAT AGREEMENT 
AND WE ASSUME THAT THE GOU DID AS WELL. THUS, 

EVEN IF A PURELY INTERNAL DESIGNATION, AS WAS ODC, OUR 
USE OF MILGROUP TERMINOLOGY COULD WELL PROMPT THE GOU TO 
RAISE QUESTIONS, PARTICULARLY SINCE WE FORMALLY NOTIFIED IT 
THAT THE MILGROUP WOULD BE WITHDRAWN, AS IT WAS. UNDER 
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THE CIRCUMSTANCES, IF LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY IS FORTHCOMING 
WE COULD HAVE PROBLEMS HERE. DOES THE DEPARTMENT INTEND TO 
NEGOTIATE NEW AGREEMENTS IN COUNTRIES SUCH AS THIS WHERE 
AGREEMENTS PERMITTING MILGROUPS TO FUNCTION HAVE BEEN 
TERMINATED? 
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